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Water and Sewer Numbers Don’t Add Up
Smoke testing to begin soon

Cont’d on page 2

The above drawing shows a variety of ways stormwater can be 
improperly transported to the sewer system.  If illicit connections of 
storm drains and/or downspouts are observed, the property owner 
will be notified to correct the problem.  Treating water mistakenly 

discharged to the sewer increases the monthly bill town citizens pay to 
the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Regional Sewer Authority (HRRSA).

Sometimes you just 
sense that something isn’t 
right.  That’s the feeling 
our public works staff has 
been getting lately over our 
water production and sewer 
flow numbers.  It isn’t that 
there’s a problem with the 
water numbers; we have 
full confidence that the 
meter at the Water Filtration 
Plant is right.  It’s that the 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham 
Regional Sewer Authority is 
reporting more sewer flow 
than we expected.

In fact, their numbers 
show that the amount of 
sewer is greater than the 
water produced and that 
isn’t possible under normal 
circumstances.  Most of the 

time about 90% of the treated water 
ends up at the sewer plant.  When 
you have numbers greater than that, 
something is usually wrong.

What could it be?  While there 
are many possibilities here are the 
most likely.

•	 A	sewer	line	or	lines	has	cracked	or	separated.	 
Age can do this, but it must be remembered that 
we had an earthquake a few years ago and any 
shifting of the ground can damage the sewage 
collection system.

•	 An	improper	source	of	water	is	entering	the	
system.  In this case you’d have one or more 
parties using unmetered wells instead of the 
public water system.  While possible, this is  
unlikely.

2014 
Yard Sale Dates

June 14 and September 27, 2014

Summer Concert 
Series starts 

July 6th
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•	 Roof	drains	are	connected	to	the	sanitary	sewer.  Gutters 
and down spouts could have been redirected from the 
stormwater system to the sanitary sewer.  We’ve seen this in 
the past so it is certainly a possibility.

•	 High	groundwater	tables	will	push	water	into	the	sewer	
system.  We have had some wet weather lately, but when 
these times occurred in the past we didn’t see as much of a 
jump in sewer readings.  So this is certainly a possibility, 
but maybe not a strong one.

Where do we go from here?  Those of you who are “night 
owls” might have seen a public works crew out in the middle 
of the night.  These employees were lifting the covers off the 
collection system to measure flows in the lines.  This work is 
done at night because that’s when most of us are in bed and the 
factories and schools have shut down for the day.  Therefore, 
sewer flows will be at their lowest point.  By checking these lines 
in the middle of the night you can pick up flow that might be 
coming from groundwater rather than usage.  We’ve already found 
one location where groundwater is entering our system and will be 
taking corrective action this week to fix it.

The next step is to do smoke testing to see if roof drains have 
been connected to the sanitary system.  This process involves 
pumping smoke through a section of sewer line.  If a roof drain 
is connected you’ll see smoke coming out the downspout.  In the 
past this has caused more than a few people to think their house 
was on fire.  We’ll do our best to notify all property owners when 
we are working in their neighborhood, but it is always possible 
some smoke will drift beyond our planned work area.

Beyond that step we’ll be sending a television camera through 
our older lines to search for cracks and separated joints.  The 
worst cases will be fixed first, but all will be placed on a work list 
for future repair.

Why is all this important?  Once upon a time municipalities 
didn’t concern themselves too much with sewer cracks and roof 
drain connections.  That’s because the treatment of sewage in 
those days was elementary and inexpensive.  Today the opposite 
is true.  The operation of a sewage treatment plant is complex 
and expensive.  Therefore, it makes sense for us to remove every 
gallon of stormwater possible from our system.  We don’t want to 
pay for treating rainwater—its fine just like it is.

We’ll be reporting more on this issue in future editions of the 
Current, because the process will take years to complete and is an 
important one to our taxpayers.   

Smoke from roof vents is normal and indicates 
proper plumbing ventilation within the building

Smoke from gutters and downspouts indicates 
illicit storm water connections.

Smoke coming up from the ground indicates a 
break in the sewer service lateral line.

Cont’d from page 1

While the Town looks for the cause of excess 
flow in our sewer lines, the smoke testing may 
prove beneficial for the homeowner as well.  
As the diagram to the right indicates, smoke 
coming from the ground between your house 

and the public sewer could indicate a break or 
root intrusion into the household line which may 
eventually lead to nasty sewer backup problems.

Detail of pipe with 
root intrusion.

Clean-
out 

equipped 
with overflow 

protection 
device.

PRIVATE SEWER LATERAL
Property owner responsible for maintenance

(shown in yellow)

Manhole

PUBLIC SEWER MAIN
Maintained by utility
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Bridgewater College 
Welcomes 9th President
Inauguration of David W. Bushman to 
be held Friday, April 11 at 10:30 a.m.
The Bridgewater community officially welcomes Dr. David 

Bushman as President of Bridgewater College on April 11th when he 
will be installed as their ninth president.  

Dr. Bushman is not new to the academic world.  Prior to coming to 
Bridgewater he was the founding dean of the Mount St. Mary’s School 
of Natural Science and Mathematics.  Preceding that, he served as 
president of Lees-McRae College in Banner Elk, North Carolina.

His credentials are equally outstanding.  He earned his bachelor 
of science in biology summa cum laude from Loyola College in 
Maryland.  He graduated from the University of Maryland with both 

his master of science and doctorate in entomology and then worked several years in private industry as a 
research biologist and research fellow. 

Dr. Bushman and his wife, Suzanne DeLaney Bushman, have two children, Emily and Will.  Suzanne 
has served in the healthcare industry as a pediatric intensive care nurse and more recently in an outpatient 
surgery unit.

Bridgewater College has planned an entire week of events surrounding the inauguration ceremony 
including an alumni weekend.  Each activity was designed to represent one of the four Latin words found 
on the Bridgewater Colege seal: Bonitas (goodness), Veritas (truth), Pulchritudo (Beauty) and Concordia 
(harmony).  More information of these events can be found at www.bridgewater.edu.

Dr. David Bushman

Alumni Weekend Celebration Schedule
(free and open to the public)

April 7, 7:30 p.m., Carter Center for Worship and Music.  “Scientific Inquiry to Seek 
and Protect Truth: From Ancient to Modern Times,” by Dr. Krishna Kodukula, SIR 
Shenandoah Valley Director of Strategic Development and Bridgewater College trustee.  

April 8, 7:30 p.m. Carter Center for Worship and Music.  “Presidential Inauguration Campus 
Worship Service,” by the Rev. Jeff Carr, Bridgewater Church of the Brethren senior 
pastor, and Dr. Robbie Miller, Bridgewater College chaplain.

April 9, 7:30 p.m., Carter Center for Worship and Music. “Harmonic Beauty Concert,” 
featuring the Bridgewater College Jazz Ensemble and Chorale, as well as a variety of 
small instrumental and vocal groups.

April 11, 10:30 a.m., Campus Mall. “Installation Ceremony” for the inauguration of Dr. David 
W. Bushman as Bridgewater College President.

April 11-13, Alumni Weekend activities.
To learn more about all events go to: 
http://www.bridgewater.edu/aboutus/administration/president/inauguration.
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2015 Budget Coming Together
Town of Bridgewater

Book Club for Kids
(Grades K-5)
    April 1st at 4 p.m. 
Lego Club (Grades K-5)
    April 8th at 4 p.m.
Crafty Kids (Grades K-5) 
    April 15th at 4 p.m.
Dogs2Read2 (Grades K-5) 
    April 22nd at 4 p.m.

North
 River Library News118 Mt. Crawford Avenue

540-434-4475, Ext. 4

Guest Storyteller 
Barbara Spilman

Author talk by
Judith Rocchicioli

The Finance Committee and Town Council have put together a budget that is virtually the same as 
last year’s.  While nothing is finalized until the public hearing in April and a Council vote in May, the 
following highlights reflect the current status of the budget.

•	 It	is	balanced.

•		 No	new	taxes	are	imposed	nor	are	existing	ones	raised.

•	 Utility	fees	will	go	up	by	1.5%.		For	most	families	this	will	mean	a	monthly	increase	of	$1.10.		
The	minimum	user	will	see	an	increase	of	58	cents	per	month.

•	 Significant	funds	have	been	set	aside	for	the	rebuilding	of	our	sewage	collection	system.

•	 $200,000	will	be	allocated	for	street	paving.

•	 By	far	the	largest	expenditure	is	our	payment	to	the	Harrisonburg-Rockingham	Regional	Sewer	
Authority.  About one out of every eight dollars you pay in taxes and fees goes towards the 
treatment	of	sewage.		We	are	nearing	the	$1	million	mark	per	year	for	this	expenditure.

•	 A	pool	of	funds	in	the	amount	of	2.5%	has	been	set	aside	for	employee	raises.

•	 Funding	has	been	allocated	to	finish	two	projects	that	will	start	in	the	current	year.		The	first	is	the	
water storage tank and the second is the sidewalk improvements planned for Oakwood Drive.

The Bridgewater Historical 
Society will be hosting new 
exhibits during the month of April 
featuring memorabilia from past 
businesses and displays from 
longstanding companies familiar 
to the Bridgewater community. 

Among those displaying will be 
Dynamic Aviation, Good Printers, 
and Shickel Corporation. 

The museum is free and 
open to the public Wednesday - 
Saturday, 10-3.

•	 The	Recreation	Commission	will	have	$35,000	to	devote	
to park construction.

You’ll receive a more detailed explanation of the budget the 
week of April 14th when our annual budget newsletter is mailed 
to	all	citizens.		On	April	22nd	at	7:30	p.m.	we’ll	be	holding	a	
public hearing on the budget.  Everyone is invited to attend.
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  Walking: the
 Easiest Exercise

Walking (1 hour)   130 lb  155 lb  180 lb  205 lb 

Under 2.0 mph, very slow  118  141  163  186 
2.0 mph, slow  148  176  204  233 
2.5 mph  177  211  245  279 
3.0 mph, moderate  195  232  270  307 
3.5 mph, brisk pace  224  267  311  354 
3.5 mph, uphill  354  422  490  558 
4.0 mph, very brisk  295  352  409  465 
4.5 mph  372  443  515  586 
5.0 mph  472  563  654  745 

  S

andy Bottom Golf Course

The late winter snow storms have added 
much needed moisture to the ground but has 
forced us to postpone opening the golf course 
until the greens dry out.  While we’ve set 
April	8th as the opening date, please call us 
at	828-3705	or	check	our	website	at	town.
bridgewater.va.us to verify that we were able 
to open the course.

Weather May 
Delay Opening 
of Golf Course

Park Shelter 
Reservations

The Treasurer’s Office opens the reservation 
process for park shelters on November 1st each year 
and they fill up fast.  However, some dates remain 
open.  If you are interested in booking one of the four 
shelters operated by the Town, they are available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.  

To see what dates are available, please call the 
Treasurer’s	Office	at	828-6980.

The shelter at Wildwood Park books quickly when 
reservations open on November 1st.  We also have 

three shelters at Oakdale Community Park.

The chart above was taken from nutristrategy.com. 
Calories burned walking, climbing or backpacking 
is influenced by body weight, intensity of exercise, 
conditioning level and metabolism. NutriStrategy 
calculates calories burned per hour for the body 

weights of 130, 155, 180 and 205 pounds.
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Founding Fathers 
Complained 

About 
Winter 

George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson didn’t like long, severe winters 

any more than we do. At least that’s what their 
diaries tell us.  Both men recorded extreme weather 

in their daily postings with most of the attention given 
to snow storms.

Washington and Jefferson both wrote about a 
storm	that	took	place	on	January	28,	1772.		Each	
claimed it to be 3 feet deep and said it ranged 
from Charlottesville to Winchester to the Northern 
Virginia area.  It remains the unofficial record 
for snow in Virginia (official records didn’t begin 
until	1872).

Jefferson thought the worst winter was in 
1776-77.		He	said	the	snows	started	on	December	
20th	and	showed	up	on	a	regular	basis	until	the	
last	one	on	March	6th.		He	wrote	that	it	was	
the coldest winter remembered and that ten 
snows covered the ground between December 
and	March.		We	don’t	know	if	2014	can	equal	
the cold temperature Mr. Jefferson felt, but our 
winter recorded 9 snows of an inch or more as of 
March	27th.		Total	snow	so	far	this	winter	season	
has	been	36.5	inches	which	is	13.5	inches	above	
normal.

In the 19th Century, some of the comments 
recorded sound exaggerated.  Claims that the 
Chesapeake Bay froze over solid enough to 
let people cross it may be true, but it’s hard to 
believe.  Other reports such as six feet of snow 
falling	on	Norfolk	on	February	14,	1798	are	just	
too incredible to believe.  Perhaps it drifted that 
high, but a six foot snow in Virginia is highly 
unlikely.

We’ve just finished one of the coldest winters 
in memory that was accompanied by a lot of snow.  
Many of you have reported heat bills double 
previous winters and we know that snow plowing 
costs are far above average.  Hopefully, spring 
has finally arrived and we can put this long, cold 
winter behind us.

Nostalgic pictures of sleigh rides in the snow 
are nice to view, but may not be as enjoyable as 
depicted.  Brutal winters in the past often made 

roads impassable even for sleighs. 

This is not a Shenandoah Valley or even Virginia 
picture, but it does show the aftermath of northeaster 

that hit New York City in the early 1900s.  This is 
Fifth Avenue after a snow storm.  
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Spring Fling ‘14
to benefit

Relay for Life
Mommies	&	Daddies	4A	Cure

Saturday, April 19

9 am till 2 pm 
at the Bridgewater Municipal Building

201 Green Street

 Vendor Sale  Bake Sale
 Plant Sale  Raffles
         Breakfast & Lunch Items for sale

  Garden 
of the 
Month  

The Roundhill 
Garden Club will 

begin its judging for 
“Garden of the Month” in April.  

These awards are given to one home and 
business each month from April to September.  
Besides being featured in the Bridgewater 
Current, the recipient will have a sign in their 
yard naming them the garden of the month.  

To nominate either a residence or business 
for	this	honor	please	call	432-9921	or	867-
5347.

NOTE: Due to EPA and Virginia regulations, waste may be accepted from HOUSEHOLDS 
only. Any waste brought to the collection center that is from a business will not be accepted.

Landfill Fees Waived
On Saturday, April 19th, you can take hazardous waste to the City of Harrisonburg Recycling Facility 

free	of	charge.		There	is	a	limit	of	five	(5)	units	per	vehicle	or	household.		This	is	the	time	to	get	rid	of	
solvents, oil-based paints, fuels or other hazardous liquids that should not be placed in our weekly trash 
pickup.  (For a more detailed list, visit their website at http://www.rockinghamcountyva.gov)

All waste should be in their original container with the label still attached.  Chlorinated solvents and 
any	container	over	5	gallons	in	size	will	not	be	accepted.	

It should be remembered that liquid latex paint cannot be accepted.  Instead, pour it in absorbent 
material such as kitty litter or container like a cardboard box and let it set until it dries out.  Then place 
it in a plastic bag and dispose with the regular household trash.

Annual Household Hazardous 
Waste Cleanup Day

Saturday, April 19th at the City of Harrisonburg Recycling Facility 
2055 Beery Road, Harrisonburg

 8 AM to 12 Noon
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   .......... Dinner/Business 
meeting	every	Tuesday	at	6	PM,	Maple	Terrace,	
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church ........
Every	Tuesday	from	6:15-7:30	PM.		Open	to	anyone	
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For more 
information	please	call	Vickie	Bland	at	568-6539.	

April 7  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary  .... 6:30	PM	
at	Bridgewater	Rescue	Squad	building.		Meets	the	first	
Monday of every month. New members welcome.  For 
details	call	828-3395.

April 7  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  .................7	PM	at	
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

April 14  Bridgewater Family and Community Educators  
7:30	PM.		Meets	second	Monday	of	every	month	at	Arey	
Assembly Hall in the Bridgewater Community Center.  
New members welcome.  For information contact Rosetta 
Harris,	828-6273.	

April 8   Greater Ashby Business Council.....12	PM	(noon)	
at Bridgewater Fire Company building.  All are welcome to 
attend this free monthly group that supports and promotes 
local business growth, networking, and education.  For 
information	contact	co-chair	Larry	Elkins	at	540-641-2668.

April 16  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644.... ...Meets the 
third	Wednesday	of	every	month	at	7:30	PM	at	the	Post	
home	on	Dry	River	Road.		Call	828-0051	for	further	
information.  Chicken	BBQ	last	Saturday	of	every	month	
beginning	March	29th.

April 19  Blood Drive at Bridgewater Presbyterian 
Church.... .. Saturday from 9 AM to 1 PM.  Walk-ins 
welcome.		Call	828-2442	for	more	information.

April 28 Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .................Meets	7	PM	at	the	fire	hall.			
New	members	welcome.		Call	828-2035	for	more	
information.

May 5  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary        
6:30	PM	at	Bridgewater	Rescue	Squad	building.		
Meets	the	first	Monday	of	every	month.	New	
members	welcome.		For	details	call	828-3395.

May 5  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ..................7	PM	
at Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

May 6  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... ..
Meets	the	first	Tuesday	of	every	month	at	7	PM	at	
the Post home on Dry River Road.

May 6 Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  ............
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 
office	will	be	available	the	first	Tuesday	of	every	
month from 11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council 
Chambers of the Bridgewater Community Center 
or	may	be	contacted	at	885-3861.

May 6   Massanutten Archeological Society  ........
7	PM.		Regular	monthly	meeting	at	Arey	Hall	in	
the Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public 
is invited to join us. For additional information, 
please see our website at http://www.mcasv.org or 
contact	Kay	Veith	at	vaveith@comcast.net	or	540-
564-0635.

Public Hearing 
for comments on 2015 Budget

Tuesday, April 22,   7:30 p.m.
Bridgewater Community Center

at 201 Green Street


